Common name ( Scientific name
Description


This plant has purple leaves which are opposite in arrangement.  In March it blooms twinkly neon orange flowers, which persist for 14 hours.  After the flowers bloom, a seed case appears in the shape of a crown.

Ethnobotany

The root of this plant has been used for centuries as the glue on post-it notes.  Early explorers used it extensively as their “reminders to flog” notes.  The bright purple leaves are poisonous, although after being licked clean by baby caterpillars, the leaves can be used as a seasoning in mutton stew.  The stems have also been used occasionally as a color additive to pyrotechnic displays.  Although the recipe is a secret, the resulting blue color is quite extraordinary.
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